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Throughout the history of our institutions 
there lies a Constitutional fault line that 
separates those who have the rights and 
privileges of first class citizenship from 
those who occupy a category of provisional 
citizenship, or second-class citizenship — a 
caste status reflecting the racial hierarchy of 
American democracy. 

The ending of second-class citizenship was 
the goal of Reconstruction in the late 19th 
century, which saw the passage of the 14th 
and 15th Amendments, and of the civil rights 
struggle in the 1960’s, which ended with the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights act of 1965. 

Bob Moses often observed that the 
movement of the 1960s got Jim Crow out 
of public accommodations, but not out 
of education, housing, employment, or in 
determining who is bound for jail.  In fact, 
since the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act, the fault line, that zigzags across and 
creates ravines deep in the heart of all of 
our institutions, has widened.  And it is in our 
classrooms and in the cells of our prisons 
that the fault line is most obvious. 

The conference will anchor our discussion in 

the history of Reconstruction, a milestone in 
the nation’s struggle to create a multi-ethnic 
democratic society. It will help us understand 
mass incarceration as a tool to criminalize 
Black life and to confine huge swaths of Black 
and brown Americans to the prisons and jails 
of our carceral state.   

We understand mass incarceration not as 
crime and punishment, but as a means of 
discarding people, disproportionately Black 
and brown, whom we as a society have 
deemed both expendable and disposable. 

The conference will examine the juggernaut 
of felon disenfranchisement, second-class 
education, and incarceration. It will aim to 
fuel a sense of urgency about the effects of 
these policies, not only in our communities 
but in the nature of America’s constitutional 
democracy.  

Fifty years of a failed policy have contributed 
to the shortened life span of African 
American men--who, although they make 
up 7% of our population, represent 38% of 
those incarcerated. The lifespan of African 
American men is 68 years, compared to 
75 years for the average white man.  Mass 
incarceration has ravaged poor communities 
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WELCOME

Why Support the Bob Moses Conference

of color. Men, women, and children have 
been cordoned off in spaces that are 
off the grid of the rights, privileges, and 
immunities of citizenship and of equal 
protection under the law.

Naming and framing a problem are 
necessary steps in developing solutions. 
What Thomas Jefferson wrote back in 
1820 about the conundrum of what to do 
with the enslaved is still haunting today: 
“But, as it is, we have the wolf by the ear, 
and we can neither hold him nor safely 
let him go. Justice is in one scale, and 
self-preservation in the other.”

Jefferson’s fears animated the January 
6th assault on the nation’s capital. It is 
the residue of those fears that forms the 
glue of the carceral state.

Your generous  support of the 
conference will amplify the clarion call 
that is necessary  to set the nation on a 
course towards a carceral-free state.

Mass incarceration, masquerading 
as crime and punishment, is the 
handmaiden of American apartheid. 
It is the vector that charts the 
displacement and disposal of those 
trapped in the caverns of America’s 
racial hierarchy. It anchors in the docks 
of the carceral state. It is the third rail 
of our democracy, constructed with 
our consent and maintained with our 
taxpayer dollars.

In a country that imprisons the highest 
percentage of its population of any 
in the world, Black Americans are 
incarcerated at five times the rate of 
whites. In twelve states, more than 
half the prison population is Black. 
One in five incarcerated Black men 
is serving a life sentence. Thousands 
are held in solitary cages the size 
of parking spaces. Because of felon 
disenfranchisement, more than 5 
percent of African Americans of voting 
age cannot vote — more than 10 per 
cent in eight states.
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2023 OVERVIEW

Conference Impact

The Bob Moses Conference is designed for…

2022 Attendees: 600+

EDUCATORS

COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

ORGANIZERS/ADVOCATES

POLICY MAKERS

ACTIVISTS

ARTISTS

WRITERS

LEGAL SCHOLARS

RACIAL JUSTICE ADVOCATES

COMMUNICATION SPECIALISTS

Thank You 2022 Sponsors!
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2023 OVERVIEW

2023 Schedule At-a-Glance

Day One:  Saturday, January 28, 2023 

Welcome Remarks by Melissa Nobles, Chancellor, MIT & Co-founder of The Civil Rights and 
Restorative Justice Program of Northeastern Law
 
Remarks by James Forman, Jr. Author of Locking up Our Own,
The Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement  of the 1960’s and a personal lens on the Carceral State

Lecturer Khalil Gibran Muhammmad on “The Condemnation of Blackness, the Criminalization 
of Blackness: Precursors to the Carceral state”

Lecturer Nicholas Lemann on “Reconstruction and The Battle for Citizenship and/or Voting,  
Violence and Reconstruction”
Since the Civil War, and the last pangs of Reconstruction, violence against Black people has been the  
tool to ensure white political power and the  social control of Black people. The Voting Rights Act of 1965, a 
bulwark against  state governments’ strategies to deny Black people their right to vote, is on life support. 
Felon disenfranchisement has been a major means of diluting the Black vote. Understanding how we got 
here lays out a path of how we move forward. 

Breakout Discussion Group #1:  
Discussion Expert: Margaret Burnham
Author of the acclaimed By Hands Now Known  Jim Crow’s Legal Executioners.

Breakout Discussion Group #2:  
Discussion Expert: Desmond Meade
Topic: The group will examine the disenfranchisement of the formerly incarcerated and the 
reinstatement of poll taxes as effective mechanisms for diluting the Black vote.

Breakout Discussion Group #3:  
Discussion Expert: Vincent Warren
Topic: A loophole in the 13th Amendment permits involuntary servitude/slavery for those ‘duly 
convicted of a crime”.  Do incarcerated citizens exist  out from under the umbrella of the 
privileges and immunities of the Constitution?

Breakout Discussion Group #4: 
Discussion Expert: Chesa Boudin, former San Francisco District Attorney
Topic: The Politics of Criminal Justice Reform and the Criminalization of Poverty

Lecturers Dr. William Darity, Jr. and Kirsten Mullen on “The Social Ecology of a Disposable 
People”
Swept into prison as part of an orchestrated frenzy that made ‘black” and ‘criminal’ synonymous in the 
mind of the public, this population of serfs comprises 60% of America’s prison population and exists far 
beyond the barrier reefs of basic Constitutional protections.  The legally sanctioned mechanisms of 
internal deportation crisscross the institutional and regulatory pillars of the state.    

Virtual and In-person Experience:  
MIT Media Lab, Cambridge, MA

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

10:10 AM

11:45 AM

1:45 PM
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2023 OVERVIEW

2023 Schedule At-a-Glance

Day One:  Saturday, January 28, 2023 

Breakout Discussion Group #1:  
Discussion Expert: Douglas Blackmon
Topic: Slavery by Another Name – The Reenslavement of People of African Descent, American 
Apartheid 

Breakout Discussion Group #2:  
Discussion Expert: Tasseli McKay 
Topic: Stolen Wealth Hidden Power:  Incarceration and Reparations. Social Exclusion and 
Economic Subjugation 

Breakout Discussion Group #3:  
Discussion Expert: Rasul Mowatt   
Topic: The Geographies of Threat and the Production of Violence: The State and the City 
Between Us, Univ. of Indiana Press, 2021 

Policies and practices of exclusion are most evident in the geographical spaces  created to contain those 
members of society who are deemed disposable. These physical  spaces constitute a violent  assault 
upon those who are constrained within.

Breakout Discussion Group #4:  
Discussion Expert: Rahsaan Hall
Topic: Juvenile Injustice - Life After Prison: Surveilled and Trapped Up in the System: CORI’s/
Rap Sheets, Stop and Frisk, Separation of Parents and Children, and Rebutting the “Super-
Predator” Mythology 

Music of Liberation by The Ron Savage Trio and Larry Watkins

Network Over Dinner, and see the Kalief Browder Documentary Preview Experience

17 year old  Kalief Browder spent three years in Rikers Island without trial for allegedly stealing a backpack.  
He spent 700 days in solitary confinement. Two years after his release in 2013, he committed suicide by 
hanging in his parent’s home. 

Virtual and In-person Experience:  
MIT Media Lab, Cambridge, MA

3:00 PM

4:00 PM
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2023 OVERVIEW

2023 Schedule At-a-Glance

Day Two: Sunday, January 29, 2023

Lecturer Goodwin Liu on “Education, Criminal Justice and the Constitution” 

A look at the14th Amendment and the carceral state. Black people have always been heavily 
overrepresented in prisons, including as a post-emancipation forced labor source in the South.

Breakout Discussion Group #1:  
Discussion Expert: Nicholas Lemann
Topic: Ending Affirmative Action and Constitutionalizing a Caste System

Breakout Discussion Group #2:  
Discussion Expert: Mark Rosenbaum
Topic: Detroit, School to Prison Pipeline: The Right to Literacies Required for the 21st Century, 
and Quality Education as a Constitutional Right 

Breakout Discussion Group #3:  
Discussion Expert: James Anderson
Topic: Direct Links Between Educational Progress, Securing the Power to Exercise the Right to 
Vote, and Political Power

Moving Forward/Next Steps: Unraveling the Carceral state - America beyond Mass 
Incarceration 

Contours of a Movement to end Mass Incarceration: This question underlies the reason for the 
conference:  What is  necessary to  unravel rather than widen the net of social control through 
criminalization and incarceration? 

Michelle Alexander 
Kelly Lytle Hernandez
Khalil Gibran Muhammad
Tasseli McKay
William Darity, Jr.

Closing remarks:
 

Janet Moses  
Margaret Burnham
Danny Glover  

Virtual and In-person Experience:  
MIT Media Lab, Cambridge, MA

2:00 PM

3:00 PM

11:00 AM
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Thank You 2023 Sponsors!

Thank You 2023 Outreach Partners

2022 Sponsors Updated 12.27.22
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Sponsorship Opportunities
FOR THE CORPORATE & PHILANTHROPY DONOR EXPERIENCE

• 1 in-person reserved seating

• Logo/Name hyperlinked on 
Conference website

• Named a sponsor on all digital and 
printed signage

• Digital advertisement during breaks 
and transitions

• Call out promotion on digital 
montage and featured on 
Conference hybrid dashboard for up 
to 1 year

Cesar Chavez $2,500

• 2 in-person reserved seating

• Logo/Name hyperlinked on 
Conference website

• Named a sponsor on all digital and 
printed signage

• Digital advertisement during breaks 
and transitions

• Call out promotion on digital 
montage and featured on 
Conference hybrid dashboard for up 
to 1 year

Ida B. Wells $5,000

• 3 in-person reserved seating

• Logo/Name hyperlinked on 
Conference website

• Named a sponsor on all digital and 
printed signage

• Digital advertisement during breaks 
and transitions

• Call out promotion on digital 
montage and featured on 
Conference hybrid dashboard for up 
to 1 year

Ella Baker $10,000

BECOME A SPONSOR TODAY!

BOB MOSES CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIPS ARE LIMITED! We have a range of sponsorship 
packages designed to suit all your needs. The deadline to confirm your sponsorship is 
Thursday, January 12, 2023 to receive full sponsor benefits. For additional questions, 
contact Dani Johnson, Special Gathering at bobmoses@aspecialgathering.com.

https://form.jotform.com/223384765877069
mailto:%20bobmoses%40aspecialgathering.com.?subject=2023%20Bob%20Moses%20Conference%20Q
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Sponsorship Opportunities
FOR THE CORPORATE & PHILANTHROPY DONOR EXPERIENCE

• 4 in-person reserved seating

• Logo/Name hyperlinked on Conference 
website

• Named a sponsor on all digital and 
printed signage

• Digital advertisement during breaks 
and transitions

• Call out promotion on digital montage 
and featured on Conference hybrid 
dashboard for up to 1 year

Fannie Lou Hamer $15,000

• 5 in-person reserved seating

• Logo/Name hyperlinked on Conference 
website

• Named a sponsor on all digital and printed 
signage

• Digital advertisement during breaks and 
transitions

• Call out promotion on digital montage and 
featured on Conference hybrid dashboard 
for up to 1 year

• A themed branded virtual break room 

 Bob Moses $20,000

• 8 in-person reserved seating

• Logo/Name hyperlinked on 
Conference website

• Named a sponsor on all digital and 
printed signage

• Pre-recorded video announcement 
played during break transition

• Call out promotion on digital montage 
and featured on Conference hybrid 
dashboard for up to 1 year

• A themed branded virtual break room

• Sponsored Break Station or 
Entertainment Experience  

Nelson Mandela $25,000

BECOME A SPONSOR TODAY!

BOB MOSES CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIPS ARE LIMITED! We have a range of sponsorship 
packages designed to suit all your needs. The deadline to confirm your sponsorship is 
Thursday, January 12, 2023 to receive full sponsor benefits. For additional questions, 
contact Dani Johnson, Special Gathering at bobmoses@aspecialgathering.com.

https://form.jotform.com/223384765877069
mailto:%20bobmoses%40aspecialgathering.com.?subject=2023%20Bob%20Moses%20Conference%20Q
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HOW TO SPONSOR?

Sponsorship Process and Information

Sponsor Confirmation, Invoicing, and Payment

Key Dates

Sponsor In-person Registration

Sponsor Logistics Point-of-Contact

Become a Sponsor Today!

TH U RS DAY 

January 19 
2023

Register for your complimentary 
sponsor registration based on 

your sponsorship level.

TH U RS DAY 

January 12 
2023

Deadline to Submit Sponsor logos 
and digital program information to 
bobmoses@aspecialgathering.com

The sponsorship opportunities and associated benefits are included in this brochure. Based on 
your chosen sponsorship level, please provide the items associated with your sponsorship level 
by the requested date. After the completion and submission of your form, you will receive an 
email confirmation of your sponsorship. You will receive an invoice and payment information 
from the Cambridge Community Foundation on behalf of the Bob Moses Fund. 

Upon submission of your completed sponsorship form, you will receive information in a 
confirmation email that will include a custom link to retrieve and register your complimentary 
registration(s) to attend the conference in-person.

For questions about sponsorship opportunities Dani Johnson, Special Gathering at 
bobmoses@aspecialgathering.com.

TH U RS DAY 

January 12 
2023

Deadline to confirm 
your sponsorship

https://form.jotform.com/223384765877069
mailto:bobmoses%40aspecialgathering.com?subject=
mailto:bobmoses%40aspecialgathering.com.%20?subject=
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Thank You!

Production, Branding, and Communications

Questions? For additional questions contact Dani Johnson, Special 
Gathering at bobmoses@aspecialgathering.com.

Virtual

HYBRID EXPERIENCE

 In-Person at the MIT Media Lab, Cambridge MA. 

mailto:bobmoses%40aspecialgathering.com.?subject=

